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interests that exist, and in their struggle for exis-
tence these puppet kingdoms have sponged on the
people over which their rule extends in order to
drain every ounce of energy that there may be in
the people.
No wonder then that at the Round  Table Con-
ferences the Princes were not too anxious to join the
Federation and to allow themselves to be reviewed
by the representatives of the people of India.    The
British regime has been their only salvation and
the}7   would   rather   that   their   abdication   orders
were     signed     by    the     Governor-General    than
by  the  Ministers  who  have  been  elected  by the
people of India.    So it is    that when the Viceroy
is visiting an Indian State, no expense is spared to
give the impression that the finances of the State
are in perfect  order,  even   though the entertain-
ment may cripple the resources of the State.    If the
Viceroy   is   fond   of   shikar then shikar  is provided
for him, no matter what it costs and from where
the prey   is to be fetched.    You don't seriously
believe that those who on their retirement plaster
their walls and  cover  their floors  with  beautiful
skins, have really gone into the jungle and watched
for days and waited for their prey ?    They have
never given the animal a chance.    They have shot
it with its back to the wall, like catching mice in a
trap and then dipping them in hot water while still
in the trap.    So too shikar is done in  India between